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The 1% & the Simmerinq Discontent 


F or the first time in history, a majority of members of Congress are bona fide 
millionaires. If anyone still has any illusions that the Democrats are somehow a 
party that fights in the interests of the workers, think again. Democratic mem- 
bers of the congressional delegation are actually even richer, on average, than their 
Republican counterparts. 

And if doing the bidding of the 1% while in office isn’t reward enough, there is a 
highly lucrative “revolving door” between government “service” and the private sector. 
Many former elected officials eventually find their way into the lobbying industry, and 
many lobbyists are now themselves running for office. Speakers’ honorariums, seats 
on boards of directors, and more await those who scratch corporate America’s back 
while in office— and vice versa. 

In 2012, a staggering $6.7 billion was spent on lobbying. The vast majority of these 
so-called “government relations professionals” are directly connected to and financed 
by big business. This translates to $12.5 million for every congressperson— some nine 
times the average congress member’s operating expenses budget of $1.3 million. It’s 
even more than the amount spent in the entire 2012 election cycle to get these people 
and the president elected in the first place. 

Big business is certainly getting what it paid for, as profits continue to soar, and 
cuts and austerity rain down on the working majority. No wonder a recent Gallup 
poll found that lobbying “ranked as the least trustworthy and honest profession in the 
country.” Incredibly, even members of Congress rated higher, despite having a mere 
9% approval rating in November. 

So while a tiny handful of Americans live high on the hog, the rest of us are sinking 
deeper into a swamp of low wages, unemployment, homelessness, and constant pre- 
carity. The youth in particular are hit hard by the capitalist crisis. 15% of workers aged 
16 to 24 are unemployed, not counting those not working because they are in school 
or are no longer counted as “actively seeking employment.” 37 million Americans are 
carrying student debt— a total of over $1 trillion— an average of nearly $25,000 per 
person. In 2010, student debt surpassed credit card debt, and in 2011 it surpassed auto 
loans. According to Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of FinAid.org, student debt is grow- 
ing by $3,000 every second of every minute of every hour of every day. 

Some young people have been able to temporarily stave off the worst of the crisis 
by living with their parents, relying on them for financial help, tuition, rent, grocer- 
ies, gas money, health insurance, and other necessities. They are in effect living off 
the fat accumulated in American society during the postwar upswing, a time when 
their parents and grandparents benefitted from the relatively high wages, pensions, 
and other gains achieved through mass labor struggles in the decades before and after 
World War II. But that individual safety net is no lasting solution and is being used up 
quickly. Millions of other young people are out on their own in the bitter cold of the 
capitalist crisis. 

Contrary to what many people say, it’s not that young people are merely “lazy” and 
don’t want to work. In 2012, over 500,000 young people applied for just 80,000 po- 
sitions with AmeriCorps. A crippling $1 billion in federal youth jobs programs have 
been cut each year since 2002— austerity beginning long before the crisis hit fully in 
2008. Even low-paying fast food, retail, and service jobs can be hard to come by in 
many communities. 

And it is not only young people who are feeling the pain. Even highly skilled and 
traditionally well-paid workers are under attack. 31,000 machinists organized by 
the IAM at Boeing have just had a rotten contract rammed down their throats. Even 
though the company threatened to “offshore” production from the Seattle area to the 
South, where low wages and so-called “right to work” anti-union laws prevail, the 
members rejected the deal by a 2-to-l vote in November. 

Nonetheless, virtually the same contract was forced through just after the holidays 
with the collusion of the union’s craven international leadership. Under the new agree- 
ment, pensions are being eliminated for new hires and frozen for existing employees; 
scheduled wage increases will not keep up with inflation; out-of-pocket health care 
costs will skyrocket; and contract signing “bonuses” will be eaten up by taxes. In addi- 
tion, the 8-year extension means that the workers’ hands will be legally tied for nearly 
a decade, while the company works to dismantle the union in all but name. 

Continued on page 12 
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DAVID MAY FOR THE CMPL 


R evealing another crack in the frag- 
ile foundation of the two-party 
system, voters in Lorain County, 
Ohio elected 24 Independent Labor Party 
candidates in local elections in Decem- 
ber, out of 26 who ran. The election re- 
sult was completely ignored by the major 
media outlets. Why? Because it shows 
that when offered an alternative fighting 
for the working class majority, with the 
numbers and resources of the unions be- 
hind to make it a viable option, working 
people will respond. 

The union electoral campaign was 
sparked off after the Democratic-con- 
trolled council carried out a series of at- 
tacks on organized labor in this industrial 
county, home to a large steel mill and a 
Ford assembly plant. The city council 
first overturned a local Project Labor 
Agreement won by the unions that had 
ensured public construction projects 
would be unionized and employ local 
workers and minorities. The “pro-labor” 
Democratic council then actively worked 
to break a strike by Teamster sanitation 
workers, with some of the Democratic 
leaders literally scabbing by driving gar- 
bage trucks themselves— the trucks hav- 
ing been loaned by the Democratic city 
council of neighboring Elyria, OH! 

The Lorain County Central Labor 
Council (CLC) finally said enough was 
enough and ran candidates as the Inde- 
pendent Labor Party (ILP). The CLC was 
able to utilize its links with the unorga- 
nized, students, and immigrant work- 
ers in the campaign. By making a broad 
class appeal, even without running on 
any “specific issues,” the ILP candidates 
were able to win the support of many who 
usually vote for Republicans or consider 
themselves unaffiliated to either party, 
as well as those who traditionally vote 
Democrat. 

After their defeat, the local Democrat- 
ic leadership furiously called for the dis- 
sident union leaders to resign from posts 
in the party. The Central Labor Council 
has not said yet whether it will run more 
independent labor candidates in future 
local elections, or whether its members 
will leave positions they still hold in the 
Democratic Party. The thinking of some 
of those backing the campaign can be 
gleaned from machinist Art Thomas, 
quoted in Labor Notes: 

“Running independent wasn’t our first 
choice, but hopefully this can help bring 


the Democratic leaders to their senses... 
If not, we’ve shown them that we can 
work with our friends and elect our own!” 

The Campaign for a Mass Party of La- 
bor has consistently called for the unions 
to break with the Democrats and form a 
mass party of labor. We believe that only 
by breaking with the Democrats can the 
unions turn the tide against big business 
and begin fighting for real gains for the 
working class on a national level— from 
free, quality health care for all, to eradi- 
cating student debt, to fighting for em- 
ployment in quality, unionized jobs at a 
living wage for all. 

A mass labor party will not be built 
overnight and there will likely be vari- 
ous temporary electoral formations that 
precede it. But one thing is clear: in or- 
der to be effective and to really fight back 
against the bosses, independent labor 
candidates, or even a state or national 
party, cannot be merely a “scare tactic” 
to pressure the Democrats. This was the 
experience of the US Labor Party, found- 
ed in 1996 with the support of many key 
unions, but after failing to run any candi- 
dates, the party withered on the vine and 
the Democrats and Republicans contin- 
ued with “business as usual.” 

If you do not fight for political power, 
you inevitably leave power in the hands 
of those who already have it. In addition, 
for a labor party to have long-term stay- 
ing power, it must break at least the ma- 
jor unions from the Democrats’ coattails. 
This will require a fighting strategy that 
can inspire the union membership and 


the broader working class with the idea 
that such a party can fight and win. This 
must be combined with an across-the- 
board revival of the class struggle roots of 
the labor movement. 

The running of independent labor 
candidates by the Lorain County Central 
Labor Council shows what can be accom- 
plished when the labor leaders give a bold 
lead and actively mobilize the rank and 
file and the broader working class. This 
was a remarkable and inspiring result. If 
something like this can be done at the lo- 
cal level, it can be done at the state and 
national levels as well. 

The union rank and file and working 
people generally are looking for a real al- 
ternative to the bosses’ parties, the capi- 
talist economic crisis, and the constant 
cuts, concessions, and austerity of capi- 
talism. Ultimately, a labor party will have 
to go beyond the narrow bounds of capi- 
talism and fight for workers’ democracy 
and democratic workers’ control over in- 
dustry and the economy. Otherwise, the 
party will flounder as it attempts to man- 
age the capitalist crisis within the limits 
of that system— just like the Democrats 
and Republicans. 

We predict that there will be many 
more “Lorains” in the future. Out of this 
process, a truly mass party of labor will 
emerge and turn politics in this country 
upside down. We will be doing our part 
by continuing to raise the idea of a mass 
labor party in the unions, in the work- 
places, and on the campuses. ♦ 
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Celebrities Call for Revolution 



MARK RAHMAN 

T he recent interview with ac- 
tor/comedian Russell Brand on 
Newsnight with Jeremy Paxman, 
dubbed a call for revolution by many, 
quickly became a viral sensation. Brand 
declared, “the planet is being destroyed, 
we are creating an underclass, were ex- 
ploiting poor people all over the world, 
and the genuine legitimate problems of 
the people are not being addressed by our 
political class.” He went on to discuss his 
own alienation from electoral politics as 
being a reflection of a feeling that is wide- 
spread in Britain. 

Brand’s indignation and discontent in 
the interview and the viral spread of the 
YouTube video is a clear indication that 
these are not merely the ramblings of an 
eccentric celebrity, but a sentiment that 
is shared by millions who see no repre- 
sentation in the Conservative, Liberal, 
and even in the leadership of the Labour 
Party in Britain, or by the main political 
parties elsewhere in the world. 

“Imagining the overthrow of the cur- 
rent political system is the only way I can 
be enthused about politics,” is how Brand 
explained his choice to focus on the topic 
of revolution when he guest-edited an is- 
sue of the New Statesman. Although in 
both his article and interview he failed 
to put forward a coherent alternative- 
other than to abstain from electoral poli- 
tics and some idealist proposals linked to 
what he called the “spiritual revolution”— 
Brand has made a keen assessment of 
the state of things today, particularly 
for the youth. He acutely explained the 
cause of the 2011 London riots: “Those 
kids weren’t apathetic either. They felt 
impotent because they are given no sta- 
tus, structure or space . . . They may have 
been misdirected but they certainly had 
some vim. How beautiful it would be to 
see their passion utilized and directed at 
the source of their grievances.” 

On the heels of Russell Brand’s inter- 
view, social media sites were all abuzz 
with a two-year-old video of Matt Da- 
mon— star of Elysium, a film depicting a 
not-so-distant and not-so-alien future of 
social inequality— reading Howard Zinn’s 
1970 speech The Problem is Civil Obedi- 
ence. Also making its rounds on the web 
was Donald Sutherland’s interview with 
the Guardian to promote The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire , yet another film 
depicting a dystopian society of social in- 
equality. 

“Hopefully they will see this film and 


the next film and the next film and then 
maybe organize. Stand up,” Sutherland 
said of today’s youth. Given Donald 
Sutherland’s political past, this state- 
ment seems more sincere than simple 
promotion for The Hunger Games sequel. 
He spoke more of the film, “It just puts 
things out in the light and lets you have 
a look at it. And if you take from it what 
I hope you will take from it, it will make 
you think a little more pungently about 
the political environment you live in and 
not be complacent.” 

When asked if he despairs the young, 
Sutherland replied, “No, no, no. Other- 
wise there would be no point making this 
film. I have great hope and faith in them.” 
Russell Brand also has an optimistic 
view: “there’s gonna be a revolution, it’s 
totally going to happen. I ain’t got even 
a flicker of doubt. This is the end. This is 
time to wake up.” 

While these celebrities have very con- 
fused political ideas, they are undoubt- 
edly a reflection of a sentiment that is 
no longer confined to a small layer of the 
population. A recent Gallup poll found 
that a record 42% of Americans iden- 
tify as independents, while only 25% and 
31% identify as Republicans and Demo- 
crats respectively. Consciousness lags be- 
hind events but consciousness, dialecti- 
cally, can catch up with a bang. Occupy 
was one such bang. Although limited in 
its scope, it placed economic disparity 
front and center. 


Today we are seeing the beginnings of 
a movement of young workers in retail, 
fast-food, and other industries getting 
organized in their fight for higher wages. 
According to the US Labor Department, 
the number of college graduates working 
minimum wage jobs doubled to 284,000 
since the recession, while those in occu- 
pational programs or with associates de- 
grees has more than doubled. 2012 grad- 
uates entered a job market that leaves 
them with no way to pay off their average 
$29,400 of student loan debt. 

Such are the conditions today that 
Pope Francis felt compelled to lay criti- 
cism at the capitalist system, prompting 
the reactionary clown, Rush Limbaugh, 
to brand his ideas as “pure Marxism.” The 
new normality that the capitalist class is 
seeking to establish through attacks in our 
standard of living is preparing the ground 
for an explosion in the class struggle. A 
movement which will find the youth 
fighting on the front lines in a way that 
would please, but perhaps surprise, folks 
like Sutherland and Brand. Yes, the youth 
and workers will organize and fight back, 
but their victory hinges on their ability 
to find a clear, revolutionary program to 
organize behind. Like nature, politics ab- 
hors a vacuum, and under revolutionary 
conditions the Marxists can play the piv- 
otal role. But we must prepare in advance 
as any number of accidental celebrity fig- 
ures can fill the void, and heaven help us 
should that happen. ♦ 
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A Reflection On the Case For Socialism 


HIRAM MICHAELSON 

“Philosophers have merely interpreted 
the world , the point however is to 
change it” — Karl Marx 

I ’m a product of the Occupy move- 
ment, and like many who flocked 
to Zuccotti Park and other public 
demonstrations across the US in 2011, I 
hoped to create a profound change in the 
wake of the 2008 financial meltdown, the 
worst economic calamity since the Great 
Depression. 

Looking back, we were asking the right 
questions and raising relevant points. 
People were justifiably upset at the 1%, 
but without the proper leadership, or 
any programmatic points of agitation, an 
ephemeral tide of protest passed with no 
substantive improvements for the Ameri- 
can working class. 

Since that time, the economic crisis 
has deepened, even during the years of 
so-called “economic recovery” touted by 
the Obama administration and bourgeois 
economists who believe that a neoliberal 
austerity program that substantially di- 
minishes the standard of living for aver- 
age Americans will somehow rectify an 
ailing economy. However, even a cursory 
glance at the state of living conditions 
today in the US, the richest country on 
earth, and the “beacon of free market 
capitalism,” illuminates a simple reality: 
capitalism has long outlived its useful- 
ness and no longer plays a progressive 
role in human development. 

Consider the reality produced by the 
crisis of overproduction, whereby roughly 
18 million homes sit empty while millions 
are homeless without a safe place to live. 

The public reclamation of vacant homes 
for the eradication of homelessness is 
logical, humane, and well within reach 
under socialism, but utterly impossible 
under an insane system that values prof- 
its and private ownership for a few over 
the wellbeing of the many. 

Consider too that the US produces 
enough food to feed the world several 
times over, yet thousands starve every day. 
Farmers destroy crops, pour out perfectly 
good milk, and tons of edible food goes to 
waste simply because it cannot be sold at a 
profit. Unemployment rises, students col- 
lectively owe more than $1 trillion in loan 
debt, imperialist wars continue abroad— 
the list of systemic tragedies continues 
seemingly ad infinitum and were told that 
everything is A-OK, that this is simply the 
modus operandi of the best possible eco- L 


nomic system. I beg to differ. 

I joined the WIL because housing, 
healthy food, quality education, trans- 
portation, and access to health care are 
human rights, not commodities to be 
bought and sold on the open market. The 
productive output of the working class 
organized on the egalitarian basis of hu- 
man need could easily provide these (and 
more!) to every man, woman, and child 
on the planet. 

How then to best replace what is un- 
deniably a brutal, regressive system? 
Without a long-term dialectical perspec- 
tive, left activism appears to be the best, 
only option for liberating the working 
class from the miseries, the excesses, and 
the contradictions of capitalism. Its the 
camp I came from not too long ago. How- 
ever, after studying with comrades from 
the WIL it became abundantly clear that 
petitioning a bourgeois government for 
redress is a hopeless endeavor, much like 
begging for crumbs when someone else is 
holding the loaf. 

The state doesn’t serve as an impartial 
mediator between classes, but rather, as a 
tool for the repression of the proletariat 
by the bourgeoisie. The late Gore Vidal 
was spot on when saying, “The US has 
one property party with two right wings.” 
Only by building a mass party of labor 
to counter the two parties of Wall Street 
and by taking control over the command- 
ing heights of the economy can we resolve 
what are irreconcilable class antagonisms 
that exist under capitalism. 

The path to abolish capitalism is a dif- 
ficult one, but by building a cadre from 
the most advanced layer of the working 
class, I see the WIL, with its unparalleled 


dedication to theory and historical per- 
spective as an indispensable organization 
that can play a crucial role in helping the 
working class achieve political indepen- 
dence and ultimately complete liberation 
from capitalist oppression. Our numbers 
are small and building in the belly of the 
beast is often difficult, but conditions are 
beginning to validate our positions. 

Barely two decades after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the supposed 
“end of history,” we are witnessing the 
very beginning of a profound shift in 
working class consciousness as evidenced 
by the small, but certainly not insignifi- 
cant fast food strikes, WalMart walkouts, 
Occupy, and the Wisconsin union upris- 
ing. Throw in a Congressional approval 
rating of an abysmal 9 percent after the 
government shutdown, and we’re on the 
precipice of making real headway in re- 
cruiting, training, and consolidating a 
new layer of the proletariat. It’s not hy- 
perbole to think that recruiting ones and 
twos will sooner rather than later lead to 
the recruitment of tens and hundreds. 

I joined the Workers International 
League in the fight for socialism because 
another world is possible and necessary 
if humanity is to survive growing exis- 
tential crises: war, disease, poverty, and 
global warming, to name just a few. Its 
not enough to recycle a few cans, shop at 
the farmers’ market, drive a hybrid car, 
and give some money to charity, hoping 
that everything will work out. Our man- 
date instead is to abolish a system that 
creates the conditions whereby charity is 
necessary in the first place. It’s achievable 
and I’m proud to join the revolutionary 
struggle to make it happen. ♦ 
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Education in Crisis in California 


PATRICK WALSH 

T he state of education in California 
has been in constant decline. In 
the past few years, the Democrats 
have been scrambling for some kind of 
solution, but they have nothing to offer 
students and working people. Ultimately, 
there can be no real solution to the prob- 
lems of education within the narrow con- 
fines of the capitalist system. 

The Little Hoover Commission, a 
watchdog agency, published a report 
outlining the crisis in higher education 
called: “A New Plan for a New Economy: 
Reimagining Higher Education.” It hear- 
kens back to the “good old days” when 
California was a leader in education. 
They’re calling for the creation of a new 
Master Plan, a document written in I960, 
which, among other things, granted tu- 
ition-free education to qualifying in-state 
students. 

But the situation in the state is not 
what it was in I960, at the height of the 
postwar boom. In the ‘60s, California’s 
per-pupil spending was ranked in the top 
10, but the state now ranks in the bot- 
tom 10. The Commission estimates that 
“by 2025, California will need 2.3 mil- 
lion more graduates who have earned a 
certificate or degree than it is on track to 
produce today.” In order to achieve this, 
the graduation rates will have to increase 
by at least 40%. If this is not met, there 
will not be enough graduates to sustain 
a “healthy, modern economy.” Ironically, 
one of the reasons for the disinvestment 
of education is because capitalism only 
needs so many people with a degree; but 
now this has turned into its opposite and 
there will not be enough graduates to fill 
all of the positions that require degrees. 
In other words, the cuts of the last few 
decades now threaten the capitalists’ ca- 
pacity to squeeze profits out of the work- 
ers. The report outlines many familiar 
problems and sums up simply that “Cali- 
fornians are not adequately served by the 
current system.” 

Democratic Party “Solutions” 

Any solution within the narrow con- 
fines of capitalism will run into contra- 
dictions that it cannot resolve. As the re- 
port notes, “The state has finite resources 
for higher education. The state has to fig- 
ure out a way to achieve better outcomes 
for more students without adding more 
money.” 

Over the past few years there have 
been attempts at “fixing” higher educa- 


tion in the state. There were two compet- 
ing ballot measures last year that would 
collect and allocate funding in different 
ways and to different institutions. Gov- 
ernor Brown’s Prop. 30 essentially issued 
an ultimatum to students and educators: 
if 30 didn’t pass, he threatened, there 
would be $6 billion cut from education. 
The proposal passed, but the gains were 
relatively small and likely short-lived. 
Governor Brown attempted to freeze 
tuition at both the University of Califor- 
nia (UC) and California State University 
(CSU) systems last year, saying in a press 
release that, “California’s finances are in 
a very solid shape for the first time in a 
decade.” But now both systems are trying 
to pass their budgets for 2014-15 and the 
Governor has changed his tune, telling 
the UC Board of Regents that “we’re on 
track here for a gigantic tuition increase, 
or you’re going to have a big financial cri- 
sis.” 

One assemblyman introduced the Af- 
fordable College Act, which would estab- 
lish a “fast-track” from the high schools 
through the community colleges and into 
the state universities. Tuition would be 
frozen between $10,000 and $20,000, 
with graduation possible in as little as 3 
years. While this would take some of the 
edge off for many students, it would serve 
only a small portion of the student popu- 
lation and would require the restructur- 
ing of the community colleges, which now 
primarily serve working and low-income 
students and those looking to obtain a 
certificate or gain skills for work. 

Democratic Speaker of the Assembly 
and union organizer, John Perez, intro- 
duced the Middle Class Scholarship Act, 
which aims to cut tuition by 40% for a 
portion of families making under $100- 
150,000 a year. This would undoubtedly 
represent a step forward, but it too can 
only go so far. Any solution that limits it- 
self to the demands and constraints of the 


capitalist economy is not enough. There 
are many honest young activists that look 
to the Democratic Party for lack of an al- 
ternative, but ultimately, it is a bourgeois 
party and will be restricted to solutions 
within the capitalist system. 

All of these Democratic Party initia- 
tives only skim the surface. The problems 
of education can only be understood in 
the broader context of the crisis of capi- 
talism. Without a serious analysis it is im- 
possible to grasp at the root of the issue 
and understand how we can fundamen- 
tally change the education system. 

The Crisis of Capitalism 

The situation is very different from 
the late ‘50s and ‘60s when there was an 
influx in enrollment by veterans through 
the GI Bill and baby boomers leaving 
high school. The California government 
was able to expand funding and restruc- 
ture its educational institutions on the 
basis of the postwar boom. Today, capital- 
ism cannot even guarantee students em- 
ployment after graduation. A new Master 
Plan would be great, but the original was 
rooted in a different set of historical and 
economic circumstances. It is entirely 
possible to solve the crisis of education— 
but not under capitalism. If the student 
movement is to tackle the problems of 
education, we will have to extend into the 
political sphere and to all sectors of the 
working class. The Democrats offer no 
real and lasting alternative, as the experi- 
ence of California shows. 

Administrators have been fond of us- 
ing the economic crisis as a justification 
for cuts; but education was under attack 
long before the 2008 recession began. As 
a result, the accessibility and the price 
of education have been rising, while the 
quality has steadily been declining. Stu- 
dents are paying more for less. While 
there are more than enough resources to 
provide a free lifelong education to every- 
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Tensions in the South China Sea 


DANIEL MORLEY 


one, the Democratic Party has only con- 
tinued the cuts and austerity nationwide. 

In recent years, there has been a push 
towards online education as a cheap and 
easy “fix” to serve more students. But this 
alone cannot resolve the contradictions. 
For example, a series of basic courses 
offered by San Jose State University suf- 
fered from a failure rate of between 56 
and 76%. The courses targeted working 
students and single parents, who have 
to prioritize between school, work, and 
their children. In addition, while there’s 
nothing inherently wrong with online 
education, as a general strategy for pub- 
lic education within the constraints of the 
capitalist system it means one thing for 
certain: even more education sector lay- 
offs. 

On top of this, decisions at the uni- 
versities are made with little or no input 
from the faculty and student population. 
The CSU’s Board of Trustees held one- 
third of its meetings for the 2013 aca- 
demic year without a representative from 
the faculty union. Faculty, students, and 
the broader working class should have 
more control over the decisions made 
in the higher education system. As one 
example, if the student movement links 
up with the unions they could fight for a 
labor party that could win demands that 
benefit workers and young people. 

A mass labor party would fight against 
austerity and could put forward a seri- 
ous alternative to the Democrats. Armed 
with a socialist program, labor could ex- 
propriate the commanding heights of the 
economy, and on this basis provide free, 
quality education to all. In the place of 
university bureaucrats and business in- 
terests, the workers and students would 
control education democratically. This 
would mean more faculty and staff to 
handle higher enrollment rates, more 
courses, and better facilities. 

Under socialism, education would be 
part of bettering ourselves and bettering 
society as a whole. Learning would be 
set free from the narrow confines of the 
profit-makingneeds of big business, and 
society would be able to realize its full po- 
tential. As Marx explained in the German 
Ideology , “in a communist society . . . each 
can become accomplished in any branch 
he wishes, society regulates the general 
production and thus makes it possible for 
me to do one thing today and another to- 
morrow, to hunt in the morning, to fish 
in the afternoon, rear cattle in the eve- 
ning, criticize after dinner, just as I have 
in mind, without ever becoming hunter, 
fisherman, shepherd or critic.” ♦ 


O n November 23, China an- 
nounced its very own Air Defence 
Identification Zone (ADIZ), 
something the US, Japan, Britain, and 
many other countries also claim. Accord- 
ing to the Chinese government, anyone 
planning on flying into this zone must 
radio ahead and inform Chinese air traf- 
fic control of their intentions in order 
to get permission to do so. The trouble 
is, this zone is rather large and extends 
far beyond Chinese airspace. It happens 
to encroach on the ADIZ of its neigh- 
bor and nemesis, Japan, and covers the 
Japanese controlled islands known as 
the Senkakus, or Diaoyus to the Chinese. 
This ominous step by China is proof that 
US imperialism’s golden era of relative 
stability is drawing to a close and a new 
phase of instability and conflicts dawns, 
and that the epicenter of the fundamental 
contradiction among the world capitalist 
powers is moving to the Western Pacific. 

Like the steady build up of chess piec- 
es in a web of strategic positions on the 
board, Chinese and US imperialism are 
making maneuvers which point unmis- 
takably to future conflicts. The contra- 
dictions between the US and China loom 
ominously like a dark storm cloud over 
the horizon of the future, calling to mind 
the chaos of WWI and II. All the region’s 
secondary powers, from Japan and South 
Korea to Vietnam and the Philippines, 
feel the enormous squeeze between their 
two main trading partners and cower be- 
hind the stronger bully, the US, for pro- 
tection. 

Washington, of course, has its own 
strategy of “Chinese containment,” one 
that is altogether more subtle, or rather, 
it appears more subtle to those inured 
to US dominance. For the past few years 
they have been pushing the so-called 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), which 
is a free trade deal launched by Washing- 
ton, intended to include virtually every 
country in the Pacific region. However, 
they seem to have forgotten to put China 
on the invite list— quite an oversight. The 
nature of the “Partnership” is completely 
US dominated, since the other members 
must gain the approval of the US Con- 
gress to join and the full contents of the 
“Partnership” are screened from everyone 
bar America! 

In addition, the TPP contains rules 
specifically aimed against China’s impor- 
tant State Owned Enterprises, with the 
obvious intention that China will thereby 


be excluded from even asking to join, for 
fear of losing its protectionist advantages. 
This is what Barack Obama had to say on 
the strategy behind the TPP: “We’re or- 
ganizing trade relations with countries 
other than China so that China starts 
feeling more pressure about meeting ba- 
sic international standards,” that is to say, 
the standards that fit the USA’s unrivalled 
dominance of world relations. 

According to General Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, “The US military will be obliged to 
overtly confront China as it faced down 
the Soviet Union.” By 2020, the Penta- 
gon intends to station roughly 60 percent 
of its naval military forces in the Pacific, 
including six aircraft carriers and numer- 
ous destroyers, cruisers, and submarines. 

American capitalism has frittered 
away its industrial preeminence, and 
finds itself, like the Europeans, in a cycle 
of debt. With this has come the phenom- 
enal growth in inequality and discontent 
at home. It knows that losing its domina- 
tion of sea, air, and currency markets is 
unthinkable, and would turn an uneasy 
tension with its own working class into 
an all-out conflict. It will therefore do 
everything in its power to contain China. 

For China, decades of growth have in 
turn resulted in the growth of the world’s 
largest working class. The Chinese pro- 
letariat is increasingly discontented and 
conscious of its own power. The Chinese 
ruling class is terrified lest any slowdown 
in growth spark a social explosion. It 
fears bottlenecks in trade and diplomatic 
closed doors. It must constantly test the 
strengths of American imperialism. That 
explains the ADIZ move. 

An increasingly sick world capitalism 
will not be able to withstand the insta- 
bility and uncertainty all this foretells. 
In 1973, the OPEC oil embargo was suf- 
ficient to bring to the surface all the con- 
tradictions in the world economy. Exactly 
what conflicts, skirmishes, embargoes, 
and protectionist barriers lie ahead, we 
do not know. What is certain is that the 
future will not be like the past period. In 
the turbulence, the working classes of 
both countries, whose urges for a better 
life have been suppressed for a very long 
time, will come to the fore. In their mu- 
tual struggles they will discover a com- 
mon interest in ending the anarchy of 
capitalism and the imperialist games that 
go with it. ♦ 
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T he Affordable Care Act (ACA), col- 
loquially known as “Obamacare,” is 
now rolling out across the country. 
The embarrassing technical difficulties 
faced by the programs website domi- 
nated headlines for weeks— serving to 
obscure the real facts about the program. 
Many Americans had high hopes for 
Obama’s signature program, in particu- 
lar young workers without any medical 
coverage. Surely, they thought, any 
change must be better than the sta- 
tus quo. But what is the reality? 

First of all, we must be clear: 
Obamacare has nothing in com- 
mon with a socialized health care 
system. It does not abolish the for- 
profit insurance system, but rather, 
expands it and floods it with public 
dollars. It does not replace the cur- 
rent system with an efficient, federal 
government-run system offering 
universal coverage. It is not a “single 
payer” system and does not provide 
“Medicaid for all.” It is not like the British 
National Health Service or the Canadian 
health system. It does not even include a 
government run “public option” to com- 
pete with the private insurance compa- 
nies on the so-called “Health Insurance 
Marketplace.” 

Despite the shrill cries about a “gov- 
ernment takeover,” there are few regula- 
tions placed on the insurance companies, 
and those that are imposed are more 
than made up for in other perks that 
benefit the HMOs. For example, the pro- 
gram extends coverage to the children of 
the insured up to age 26, and prevents 
companies from denying coverage for 
“previously existing conditions.” But in 
exchange they get a massively increased 
market and billions in guaranteed subsi- 
dies from the government. 

And contrary to what the Tea Party 
fanatics would have Americans believe, 
under the ACA, the government does 
not decide who your doctor is. Nor is the 
government setting up “death panels” to 
decide who lives and who dies. Quite the 
contrary. Put simply, Obamacare is an 
enormous government subsidy to the pri- 
vate, for-profit health insurance corpora- 
tions (HMOs). It is in all fundamentals 
a continuation of the “free market” ap- 
proach of the past few decades, with big 
handouts to corporate America at the or- 
dinary taxpayer’s expense. 

The ACA includes an “individual man- 
date” requiring everyone in the country 


to purchase private health insurance, 
starting in 2014. If they do not purchase 
or otherwise receive coverage, they will 
be subject to a fine. According to the IRS 
rules on the implementation of the ACA: 
“Individuals choosing not to carry insur- 
ance are subject to a penalty of $95 per 
person each year, or 1% of household in- 
come, whichever is greater, beginning in 
2014. Over time, the penalty increases, so 
that by 2016 the penalty is $695 per per- 
son, or 2.5% of household income.” 


Many of those unable to afford the 
premiums on their own will have their 
premium payments to for-profit insur- 
ance companies subsidized by the gov- 
ernment. Nonetheless, an estimated 
25 million people will fall through the 
cracks and remain without coverage, as 
they earn “too much” to qualify for gov- 
ernment support, but too little to be able 
to afford coverage on their own. Another 
6 million stand to be left out because Re- 
publican governors in some states are re- 
fusing to implement the program. Some 
of these people may be exempt from the 
penalties, others may not. 

In addition, many corporations are 
eliminating their company health insur- 
ance programs and sending their em- 
ployees into the “health exchange mar- 
ketplaces” to purchase insurance on their 
own, much of it to be subsidized by the 
government. Others are reclassifying 
workers from “full time” to “part time” in 
order to avoid having to provide coverage 
themselves. As always, the lawyers and 
big business are making a killing, while 
the workers are taken to the cleaners. 

Incredibly, though not entirely surpris- 
ing, the idea of the “individual mandate” 
to purchase private health insurance 
was originally hatched by the conserva- 
tive Heritage Foundation back in 1989, 
in order to counter growing support for 
a single-payer government-sponsored 
system. When Republican Mitt Romney 
presided over a virtually identical plan 


as governor of Massachusetts, it received 
bipartisan support, was seen as a model 
for the nation, and nicknamed “Romney- 
care.” Republican hardliner, former Sena- 
tor Jim DeMint from South Carolina, had 
nothing but praise for Romney’s ability to 
“take some good conservative ideas, like 
private health insurance, and apply them 
to the need to have everyone insured.” 

By 2009, the individual mandate was 
discovered to be the devil incarnate and 
declared “unconstitutional” by the ex- 
treme right wing. According to Rep- 
resentative Paul Broun, a Georgia 
Republican and candidate for the 
Senate: “The greatest threat right 
now is Obamacare. It’s already de- 
stroyed jobs, it’s already destroyed 
our economy, and if it stays in place 
as it is now, it’s going to destroy 
America.” 

Why the change of heart? Why 
go so far as to shut down the gov- 
ernment and further blemish the 
reputation of the Republican party 
in a doomed-to-fail attempt to block 
Obamacare? One reason is obvious: the 
cynical reality of “politics” in Washing- 
ton. In this amoral cesspool of back-room 
deals, false promises, lies, and betrayals, 
the facts never stop politicians from try- 
ing to make political gains by attacking 
their opponents, even if it means doing a 
political about-face. But there is more to 
it than that. 

The Republicans feared that if Obam- 
acare were even modestly successful, it 
would put the Democrats in a strong po- 
sition heading into the 2016 presidential 
elections. But even more importantly, 
they understand that “hunger comes with 
eating.” That is, they fear that given the 
crisis of capitalism and the need to pound 
through austerity, even this modest life- 
line of support to those starved for access 
to health care (even though the profits 
are funneled to private companies), could 
awaken illusions among ordinary Ameri- 
cans that the government should have 
more, and not less to do with providing 
jobs and basic services such as health 
care, education, and more. 

With medical expenses skyrocketing, 
being uninsured can literally be a death 
sentence in the richest country on earth. 
In a country that spent 17.6% of GDP in 
2010 on health care— 2.5 times as much 
per citizen than countries like France, 
Sweden, and the UK— an estimated 
26,000 people died that year as a result 
of not having health insurance. This is 
why there were understandable illusions 
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in Obamacare among those who for years 
had to choose between health insurance 
coverage, owning a car, or even eating 
every day. Even this slight relief from the 
crushing grind of the capitalist crisis was 
seen as better than no relief at all. 

But in the end, the rollout of Obam- 
acare was a gift on a silver platter to the 
Republicans and a nightmare for millions 
of Americans. For weeks on end, the fed- 
eral website created to sign people up for 
the program was virtually inoperable. To 
make matters even worse, hundreds of 
thousands of Americans who already had 
individual coverage found that monthly 
premiums actually doubled or even tri- 
pled on the “marketplace.” So much for 
the myth that capitalist competition en- 
courages “fair pricing” for consumers! 

Even with government subsidies to 
cover part of these higher premiums, 
hundreds of thousands must now pay 
more out of pocket than before or face 
penalties — not to mention the expensive 
deductibles, co-pays, and other out-of- 
pocket costs associated with actually re- 
ceiving coverage. So the HMOs now col- 
lect even more from individuals and also 
get a cut from the government. It is truly 
a win-win situation for these mega corpo- 
rations— who happen to have some of the 
country’s deepest pockets when it comes 
to lobbying and campaign contributions 
to politicians of both major parties. 

The labor leaders, rather than fighting 
for universal healthcare, have lined up to 
defend Obama and the Democrats. This 
is shameful, especially when the health 
plans of millions of union members are 
forced to close or be curtailed as a result 
of Obamacare. 

Health care costs, coverage, and qual- 
ity affect everyone living in the US, and 
above all the working class majority. The 
scandal that is Obamacare is further 
proof that capitalism is an irrational sys- 
tem that cannot even provide basic medi- 
cal care to everyone in the richest and 
most technologically advanced country 
on the planet. The only genuine and last- 
ing solution is outlined in the WIL Pro- 
gram: 

For a socialized, national health care 
system. Free scientific research from the 
profit motive. Full access for all to the 
latest medical technology, treatments, 
and discoveries. Massively fund research 
for cures and treatment of AIDS, cancer, 
and other diseases. Nationalize the health 
insurance companies, the medical equip- 
ment and pharmaceutical industries, the 
mega-hospital systems and related clin- 
ics, and integrate them into a single state- 
owned and democratically managed and 
administered health provider. ♦ 


MARK THOMAS 

I n August 2013, the city of Chicago 
was filled with workers and students 
protesting the 40th anniversary cel- 
ebration of the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC). Despite the 
mass outrage and anger that ALEC has 
created among many layers, there are still 
many people who have either never heard 
of ALEC, or do not know what the orga- 
nization is. 

ALEC is a nonprofit organization that 
creates model policies and bills for state 
legislatures. This may sound innocuous 
enough, however, the policies drafted by 
ALEC all promote and support the ideas 
of a “free market” and “small govern- 
ment.” In other words, this organization’s 
ultimate goal is to put all of the power 
and control of this country’s government 
and vital industries in the hands of the 
owners of private corporations. 

If you visit ALEC’s webpage, you can 
find the following paragraph in which 
their mission statement is explained: 
“The American Legislative Exchange 
Council works to advance the fundamen- 
tal principles of free-market enterprise, 
limited government, and federalism at 
the state level.” 

One of the most ludicrous aspects of 
this organization is that they have the gall 
to identify themselves as “nonpartisan.” 
This claim is certainly hard to believe due 
to the fact that their mission statement 
contains almost every single politically 
conservative, right-wing buzzword in ex- 
istence. Such a claim becomes even more 
unbelievable once you take a look at its 
membership and sources of funding. 

ALEC is organized into nine task 
forces: (l) Civil Justice; (2) Commerce, 
Insurance, and Economic Development; 
(3) Communications and Technology; 
(4) Education; (5) Energy, Environment, 
and Agriculture; (6) Health and Human 
Services; (7) International Relations; (8) 
Justice Performance Project; and (9) Tax 
and Fiscal Policy. Major corporations and 
Republican legislators sit on all nine of 
these task forces and are responsible for 
voting on the model bills that are drafted. 
Due to the fact that ALEC’s member- 
ship is overwhelmingly pro-big business 
and conservative, it is not surprising that 
the organization receives 98% of its rev- 
enues from corporations, corporate trade 
groups, and corporate foundations. 

The private prison industry also has a 
hand in pumping funds into ALEC in ex- 
change for the drafting of model bills that 


expand private prisons and propose lon- 
ger, tougher sentences for convicts. Cor- 
rections Corporation of America and the 
GEO Group, two large for-profit prison 
companies, have made significant contri- 
butions to the organization. 

ALEC was designed to do the bid- 
ding of big business and of the politicians 
who depend on them to get elected to of- 
fice. In fact, when ALEC was initiated in 
Chicago, in 1975, its original name was 
going to be the Conservative Caucus of 
State Legislators. However, the Vietnam 
War, and the Republican Party’s disas- 
trous and bumbling attempts to cover up 
the Watergate scandal during the Nixon 
Presidency, were fresh in people’s minds. 
Many Americans who once supported 
the Republican Party began cultivating 
a strong distrust towards it, and words 
such as “conservative” were largely as- 
sociated with greed and ignorance. The 
Republican legislatures and corporations 
starting this new nonprofit did not want 
to stoke the fire of class struggle by com- 
ing off as overtly conservative. In fact, 
they wanted (and still want) to appear as 
unbiased as possible. Thus, the name was 
changed to the American Legislative Ex- 
change Council. 

The most important aspect of ALEC 
is not its unapologetically conservative 
agenda— it is the fact that they are ac- 
tually significantly effective in getting 
their blatantly anti-worker bills passed. 
According to research conducted by the 
Center for Media and Democracy, ALEC 
drafted approximately 466 model bills in 
the first half of 2013 alone; 84 of them 
have passed and been signed into law. 

ALEC is also quite thorough when it 
comes to dispersing their bills. In 2013, 
ALEC bills were introduced and pro- 
posed in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. ALEC also seems to have its 
hand in almost every industry in the US. 
The Center for Media and Democracy 
has issued a report entitled, ALEC at 40: 
Turning Back the Clock on Prosperity and 
Progress . Here are just a few key pieces of 
information that this research compiled. 
In the first half of 2013 alone, ALEC: 

• Drafted and assisted in passing 10 
Stand Your Ground bills (the bill that 
was responsible for legally protecting and 
justifying the actions of Trayvon Martin’s 
cold-blooded murderer, George Zimmer- 
man.) 

• Drafted 117 bills aimed directly at the 
labor movement, including so-called 
“Right to Work” legislation. Fourteen of 
these bills became laws and they were 
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implemented in 15 states. 

• Drafted 139 bills, 31 of which became 
laws, which threaten public education by 
using taxpayers money to finance and ex- 
pand for-profit private schools and char- 
ter schools. 

• Assisted in the passing of legislation 
that gives tax breaks to Altria Group— the 
world’s largest tobacco company. 

• Passed anti-immigrant legislation in 
Arizona that requires harsher sentencing 
and incarceration of immigrants, thus 
benefiting the Corrections Corporation of 
America. 

The list goes on and on. Needless to 
say, when ALEC returned to its “home- 
town” of Chicago to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary, it did not receive a warm 
welcome from the workers and unions 
who are carrying the economic and social 
burden that ALEC legislation helps pile 
onto their backs. 

Several unions were present at the pro- 
tests to voice their strong resentment to- 
wards ALEC’s attempts to infiltrate their 
industries. The Chicago Teachers Union 
had a very strong presence at the rallies, 
drawing out huge crowds of unionized 
teachers and using their Facebook page 
to get the word out about what ALEC is, 
what it stands for, and why it is so impor- 
tant for the working class to voice its dis- 
approval of it. 

Like any other effort where the work- 
ers organize to defend and fight for their 
rights, the police were on hand and quick 
to use physical force to disperse and 
frighten the crowd. Several videos sur- 
faced on YouTube showing the Chicago 
PD using excessive force against innocent 
protestors, and making several unneces- 
sary arrests. This footage of police brutal- 
ity against protesters is yet another con- 
firmation and illustration that the police 
force’s primary role is to defend the ruling 
class and its system. 

ALEC has elicited a growing resent- 
ment amongst the working class to- 
wards right-wing politics. However, one 
must not convert this resentment for the 
Republican Party into illusions in the 
Democratic Party. Several Democratic 
legislators and lawmakers have spoken 
out against ALEC in an attempt to main- 
tain the false illusion that the Demo- 
cratic Party is in some way the party of 
and for the working class. A political 
party controlled, financed, and run by 
the bourgeoisie cannot and never will be 
a party that defends the working class. 
For decades, Democratic presidential 
candidates have preached that they offer 
“hope,” “change,” and “progress.” Howev- 
er, history has shown us that Democratic 
presidents have pursued policies not very 


unlike their Republican counterparts. 

For example, when Bill Clinton suc- 
ceeded George Bush as the 42nd Presi- 
dent of the United States, countless wish- 
ful thinking citizens were relieved. The 
Gulf War under the Bush administration 
had made many in the US skeptical of the 
Republican Party, and they yearned for 
a more humanitarian leader. Unfortu- 
nately, they did not find this leader in Bill 
Clinton. As soon as Clinton was elected, 
he did what every Democrat (and Re- 
publican) does best— he turned his back 
on all of the lofty promises he had made 
during his campaign and conceded to the 
wishes of big business and the Republican 
Party. Clinton’s two terms as president 
were riddled with disastrous “reforms” 
that cut welfare, education, and social 
services and expanded an already bloated 
military budget. All this while millions 
of pensions were eliminated in favor of 
40lks. It was also Bill Clinton who signed 
the Defense of Marriage Act and who di- 
rectly attacked the labor movement with 
the ratification of NAFTA. 

In the 2008 election, many Ameri- 
cans viewed Obama as the Democratic 
hero who was going to save America 
from George W. Bush and his disastrous, 
drawn-out war for oil. After Obama’s un- 
surprisingly disappointing first term, dis- 
illusioned voters returned to the polls in 
2012 to reelect the “lesser-evil”— not out 
of any genuine enthusiasm, but for the 
lack of an alternative. 

The lesson we can draw from all of this 
is clear: capitalism does not work. A sys- 
tem that once liberated people from the 
fetters of feudalism and opened mankind 
to industrial, technological, and scientific 
progress, has now become a hindrance 
and an obstacle to the further develop- 


ment of humanity. Tons of food is thrown 
away as children all over the word die of 
malnutrition; factories lay idle and locked 
up as intelligent and capable workers are 
forced into unemployment; scientific and 
medical research projects are halted be- 
cause they are not financially profitable; 
countless people are dying of curable dis- 
eases as health costs skyrocket. 

All of these things and more are clear 
signs of the crisis of capitalism, and as 
long as we have capitalism we will have 
organizations like ALEC that endlessly 
try to keep a failing economic system 
afloat and exploiting the majority, like a 
doctor desperately trying to revive a pa- 
tient that is already in a terminal decline. 
However, in the doctor’s case, he is not 
hurting anyone. In ALEC’s case, they are 
continually contributing to the further 
impoverishment and oppression of the 
working class. 

Only a nationalized planned economy 
that is run under democratic workers’ 
control can lead the way to a degree of 
human progress that is completely un- 
reachable under capitalism. Internation- 
al socialism, a system where the means 
of production are nationalized and 
democratically controlled by the workers 
themselves, not by a handful of wealthy 
capitalists, is the only way forward. 

Fred Hampton, a prominent social- 
ist and leader of the Black Panthers who 
was brutally murdered by the FBI, once 
said, “Socialism is the people. If you are 
afraid of socialism, you’re afraid of your- 
self.” Capitalism is in a state of utter decay 
and the material conditions have ripened 
for socialism. It is time for the working 
class to claim control over our lives and 
to ensure the continued forward march of 
human progress. ♦ 
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The Rivers Casino is the only business 
of its kind in the city of Pittsburgh. It is 
also one of the only nonunionized casinos 
in the state , a fact the workers there intend 
to change. Socialist Appeal spoke to Fred 
Lapka, one of the workers organizing the 
union drive , about the union campaign 
at the casino. 

Socialist Appeal: What do you do at 
the casino? 

Fred Lapka: I’m a server in the 
sports bar and have worked in the food 
service industry for the past five years. 

SA: Who else is employed by the ca- 
sino? 

FL: Over eighteen hundred workers 
are employed by the casino. Many are 
veteran casino and hospitality workers. 
Some have little to no prior work expe- 
rience. We are a racially and ethnically 
diverse group, though the casino loves 
to relegate nonwhite workers to back- 
of-the-house positions, washing dishes, 
preparing food, and cleaning restrooms. 
Nearly all of the front-of-the-house work- 
ers are white. Management has tried to 
exploit the racial and ethnic differences 
of workers as a union-busting tactic. De- 
spite managements efforts to divide us, 
workers are standing together in solidar- 
ity, united by our combined labor, which 
makes the casino run. 

SA: What are the conditions like 
there? 

FL: The company has created a cul- 
ture of fear. Workers are fearful of being 
fired without cause. Workers are under 
constant surveillance. The company has 
a very punitive attendance policy that 
allows them to somewhat arbitrarily 
fire workers. Pay is atrocious; it’s bad. 
When the casino came in four years ago, 
the company made promises to the city. 
They said casino workers make good pay, 
enough to support a family, and they pro- 
vided statistics of average casino worker 
wages. But their statistics were in fact 
based on union casino wages. In reality, 
we make about half of what was prom- 
ised, half of what a union casino worker 
makes. Many of my co-workers are in 
positions that pay less than the normal 
minimum wage and rely entirely upon 
tips. Most workers you talk to struggle 
to support themselves and their families. 
And yet the casino has been making in- 
creased profits. 

Over time, many workers have been 
making less money, as hours have been 
slashed as more part-time workers are 
being hired in lieu of full-time workers. 


This is how the company thanks us— 
with low pay, slashed hours, and union- 
busting. We’re the only casino without 
a union in the region, and in the entire 
state of Pennsylvania there are only two 
other nonunion casinos. We make the 
casino run but aren’t given the pay, ben- 
efits, or dignity we deserve, and it’s clear 
that that won’t change unless we are or- 
ganized. 



SA: Tell us about the union drive hap- 
pening there. 

FL: A group of workers from multiple 
departments in the casino got together 
and formed the Steel City Casino Work- 
ers’ Council. We’re working with organiz- 
ers from a coalition of unions. Right now 
we’re fighting for a fair process to orga- 
nize a union. We’re talking to workers 
about unionism, and workers are signing 
union cards. We’re also doing actions in- 
side the casino to show management how 
strong we are. In many ways we are act- 
ing like a union. For example, if workers 
have an issue on the job, instead of only 
complaining to each other as we had 
done in the past, groups of workers have 
been confronting management about the 
issue and collectively making demands. 

SA: How have the bosses responded? 

FL: Initially, when we went public 
with our demands, the company re- 
sponded with an intimidation campaign. 
Myself and other workers were specifi- 
cally targeted, and they had security of- 
ficers following us around the building. 
They crowded the break rooms with 
management personnel in an attempt 
to stop us from talking to co-workers 
about the union and told workers not to 
sign union cards. Three of my co-work- 
ers have been fired for union activity. In 
response, workers marched on manage- 
ment, demanding their jobs back, and 
one was restored. But even after all of 
this, the workers doing the organizing are 
standing strong and are confident in their 
strength and are winning through collec- 
tive action holiday pay, pay raises for four 


departments, more and better supplies, 
and the return of a number of workers 
who were unjustly fired. Throughout 
our organizing drive, the company’s line 
to the press and community is that the 
majority of workers remain neutral, and 
that it’s only a small handful of trouble- 
makers that want the union. We recently 
countered by having a 100-worker march 
on the casino to demand a fair process for 
organizing. (http://www.pghcitypa- 
per.com/Blogh/archives/2013/ll/l9/ 
rivers-casino-employees-march-for- 
right-to-unionize) 

SA: How do you see the working 
class freeing ourselves from this ex- 
ploitation and repression? 

FL: Right now workers everywhere 
need to organize and demand better 
pay, better conditions, and dignity. We 
need militant leadership in our unions, 
and class struggle methods and soli- 
darity to fight the bosses. We need 
unions to stop endorsing politicians who 
are backing anti-worker legislation, and 
we need to build a mass party of labor. 
Fundamentally, our fight is against the 
entire system. Capitalism is incompatible 
with workers’ rights; it must go. 

*S4: You’re a Marxist and a member of 
the WIL. What led you to your convic- 
tions? 

FL: Most workers already subcon- 
sciously understand the basic ideas of 
Marxism. They know the system is rigged 
against them, that the bosses’ interests 
are opposed to theirs, and the only way 
out is solidarity. The key is consciousness. 
I never really had a definitive moment at 
which I became a Marxist. Growing up 
in a former steel town during the latter 
part of the last century, I witnessed the 
ravages of poverty and social decay as a 
result of de-industrialization and out- 
sourcing. Seeing the impact this had on 
my working-class community led me to 
these beliefs at an early age. 

What do you see in humanity’s fu- 
ture? 

FL: Workers can only take so much 
before we start to fight back everywhere. 
Already, this is being seen in places like 
my workplace, fast food restaurants, and 
retail stores. Ultimately, our final victory 
will come with the defeat of wage-slav- 
ery; the working class must take control 
of society away from the capitalists and 
put the economy and government under 
workers’ democracy. At the heart of it, so- 
cialism is the belief that we, the workers 
of the world, can together achieve great 
change for great things. ♦ 
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Boeing is the last company that can 
claim economic hardship. This is a com- 
pany that recently received the biggest 
state tax break to a corporation in US his- 
tory: $8.7 billion through the year 2040. 
In addition, over the last decade, Boeing 
received $1.8 billion in federal income tax 
rebates on its $35 billion in US profits. 
In 2012, Boeing CEO Jim McNerney was 
compensated to the tune of $21.1 million. 

All this while over a quarter of Ameri- 
cans working in the private sector make 
$10 or less an hour. According to a report 
by the National Employment Law Proj- 
ect, two-thirds of America’s low-wage 
workers are employed by corporations 
with more than 100 employees, 92% of 
which were profitable in 2012, and 63% 
of which are even more profitable now 
than they were before the recession. 

The absurdity of this situation and this 
system is patently obvious to millions, 
and yet no clear lead out of the dead end 
of capitalism is being given. No wonder 
there is a pervasive malaise in society. 
Mass shootings, road rage murders, ris- 
ing suicide, spousal, and child abuse 
rates, and killing someone for texting in 
a movie theater are not the product of a 
healthy society. 

There is a quiet but growing heroin 
epidemic in states like Vermont. Nation- 
ally, drug overdoses have tripled since 


1990— more people now die from an OD 
than are killed in motor vehicle crashes. 
The birthrate in the US has dropped to 
its lowest level since 1920, as growing 
numbers of young people “don’t want to 
bring a child into this world.” Human 
consciousness reflects the objective con- 
ditions that surround us. A diseased soci- 
ety cannot but have an effect on our indi- 
vidual and collective psychology. 

But as the old adage says, “the darkest 
hour is before the dawn.” The conscious- 
ness of American workers and young 
people is changing and we are beginning 
to fight back. After decades of blaming 
individuals for their problems and look- 
ing for individual solutions to the misery 
of life of capitalism, the realization that 
we need collective action to confront a 
collective problem is beginning to take 
root. With no real and lasting solution 
possible under capitalism, the long-sim- 
mering discontent will in time transform 
into a raging boil. 

Young people are mobilizing and 
fighting to raise the minimum wage and 
to organize fast food and WalMart work- 
ers. Disgusted with the class-collabora- 
tion policies of their leaders and tired of 
being sold out time and again without a 
fight, rank-and-file opposition currents 
are beginning to form in unions around 
the country. 


The Chicago teachers have given a hint 
of what is possible. From the IAM work- 
ers recently betrayed by their leaders at 
Boeing, to the APWU postal workers and 
the Los Angeles teachers’ union, the cur- 
rent labor leadership is being put on no- 
tice: the old approach and the old leaders 
will not do. 

Without a strategy of class indepen- 
dence and militancy, more defeats are in- 
evitable. But if the opposite approach is 
taken, hard-fought victories can inspire 
workers nationwide and jumpstart the 
long-overdue revival of organized labor. 

But collective action at the work- 
place is not enough. As our regular read- 
ers know, Socialist Appeal has since its 
launch been an advocate of a mass party 
of labor based on the unions, armed with 
a socialist program. The idea that the 
unions must break with the Democrats 
and form a party to fight for the work- 
ing class is overwhelmingly popular with 
rank-and-file workers and young people 
we speak too. However, this enthusiasm 
is usually accompanied by the comment: 
“but the unions will never break with the 
Democrats.” We say: “Never say never!” 
Six years into the “school of the Demo- 
crats,” increasing numbers of workers 
have had enough. 

In the important industrial hub of Lo- 
rain County, Ohio, the local unions broke 
with the Democrats in the off-year elec- 
tions in November and won 24 city coun- 
cil seats on the Independent Labor Party 
ballot line. As David May explains in this 
issue, after being blatantly stabbed in the 
back by the Democrats a few too many 
times, organized labor organized political- 
ly. Most of them were multi-generational 
members of the Democratic Party. But as 
Democratic committeeman and local la- 
bor leader put it, “If we can’t get a party 
that we’ve always supported hands down 
to support us, we’re going to look else- 
where. My loyalties are with labor first.” 

In addition, the Chicago teach- 
ers’ union recently announced plans to 
launch its own political formation. It re- 
mains to be seen what form this will take, 
but we are confident that this idea will 
gather steam in the years ahead. Many 
more unions will break from the Demo- 
crats and run independent labor candi- 
dates. The process will not be linear. But 
out of the rise and fall of many such ef- 
forts, and in conjunction with a general- 
ized upsurge in workers’ struggles, a truly 
mass party of labor with broad support 
in the unions will emerge on a national 
scale. 





getically advocate and fight for a socialist 
program. A labor party that serves only to 
manage the crisis on behalf of the capital- 
ists would be forced to carry out policies 
similar to the Democrats and Republicans. 
Only a complete break with capitalism can 
guarantee the jobs, health care, housing, 
education, and stability the working class 
majority so desperately needs. 

Parallel with these developments, we 
can see a rising interest in left reformism. 
From the city council elections in Seattle 
and Minneapolis, to a Rolling Stone ar- 
ticle calling on so-called millennials to 
fight for full employment, corporate reg- 
ulation, universal Social Security, an end 
to Wall Streets monopoly over banking, 
and social control over the use of resourc- 
es and land, there is a growing rejection 
of the pro-corporate status quo. 

On the one hand, this is a positive de- 
velopment, a healthy reaction against the 
political atmosphere of the last few de- 
cades. But on the other, we must be clear: 
while the Marxists support and will fight 
for each and every reform that improves 
the quality of life of the majority, the capi- 
talist system itself cannot be reformed out 
of existence. There can be no lasting solu- 
tion within the limits of a system based 
on profits made through the merciless 
exploitation of one human by another; 
or rather, of billions of people being 
squeezed to death by a small handful. 

It is natural that those first moving into 
political activity will first seek the path of 
least resistance: to make this or that ad- 
justment to the existing system. But no 
matter how sincere these illusions may 
be, experience will show that this is sim- 
ply not possible. Far from reforms — even 
cosmetic ones to take the edge off— the 
ruling class is planning vicious counter- 
reforms, cuts, and even more austerity. 

To wrench gains for the working class 
from the bosses and their political parties 
will require colossal effort and sacrifice. 
Above all, the new generation of youth 
must make the ending of capitalism its 
historic goal. It will not be easy and will 
not happen overnight— but it can and 
must be done if humanity is to survive 
the depredations and degradations of this 
brutal and soulless system. 

This is why it is so important to study 
Marxist theory and the history and expe- 
rience of the worldwide class struggle for 
socialism. We can fight against the bosses 
and we can win. This is why we invite you 
to join the thousands of IMT members 
around the planet in the struggle for a 
better world. 

John Peterson, Editor 


K arl Marxs Capital is the only sci- 
entific analysis of how capitalism 
really functions. In his three-vol- 
ume masterpiece, Marx explained that 
the capitalists wish that workers could 
just live off “the air.” As he put it, “The 
constant tendency of capital is to force 
the cost of labor back towards this abso- 
lute zero.” 

In December, 13.1%, or over 
20,296,000 people were counted as un- 
employed or underemployed, according 
to the seasonally adjusted figures. Many 
of these people have run out of unem- 
ployment benefits, which Congress re- 
fused to extend as its Christmas gift to 
the working class. We should note that 
most of the decline in the unemployment 
rate from November to December came 
from the people who are unemployed and 
have “dropped out” of the labor force. No 
doubt, an increase in drug, spousal, and 
child abuse, alcoholism, and suicide will 
be linked to this misery. 

What about those fortunate enough 
to have a job? Real wages (adjusted for 
inflation) have declined since the early 
1970s. The minimum wage is in fact 
lower, in real terms, than it was in 1968! 
Many workers used to have pensions and 
health care benefits, but this is no longer 
the case. More workers who do get health 
benefits must pay a greater portion of this 
cost, which further lowers their wages. 

These cuts are not just having an ef- 
fect on the fast food workers and the 
more oppressed sections of the working 
class. Look at Boeing, one of the Fortune 
500 corporations that makes billions of 
dollars. The company just threatened its 
own workforce in Seattle with possible 
unemployment. These skilled workers, 
members of the I AM machinists’ union, 
are some of the most highly paid workers 
in the country. 

But even they cannot escape the laws 
of capitalism. These workers were pushed 
by their national union leaders to accept 
a rotten contract. This could have ended 
differently. If Marxists were present in 
that union, the workers could have been 
shown a strategy to beat the bosses. The 
power that the workers have at that facto- 
ry, their potential power to win over other 
Boeing workers around the country and 
the world, plus the power of the workers 
who supply Boeing, could bring the com- 
pany to its knees. 

That is why we need to build the forces 
of Marxism in every factory, workplace, 
union, and campus. But in order to build 
the International Marxist Tendency in 


the US we need cash, as everything costs 
money. Last year, we had a goal of raising 
$15,050 for our Fighting Fund from April 
1 to December 31, 2013. We collected 
$13,776.60, and with $1,900 in pledges 
yet to come in, we aim to make and break 
the target! 

This year, let’s continue and expand 
our efforts. If you did not give in 2013, 
please consider giving in 2014. Have a 
monthly fundraising party. Ask a con- 
tact for a contribution. Ask a friend to 
subscribe to Socialist Appeal. Let’s make 
2014 a Red New Year! Thanks for your 
support and forward to socialism! ♦ 
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MARX'S LASTING INFLUENCE 


Karl Marx is the "Best Scientist of Them All 
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ity of research). It found that as of 5 No- 
vember, the most influential scholar was 
Karl Marx in history” 

Smithsonian added: “Karl Marxs 
score was more than 22 times the average 
h-index of other scholars in history (but 
11 times that of the average economist). 
Compared to 35,000 other high-profile 
scholars, Marx’s score stood out the most. 
Second in line was psychologist Sigmund 
Freud. Third was the (still alive and 
working) physicist Edward 
Witten.” 

It goes without saying 
that these are impressive 
results for a man who is 
continually alleged to be 
dead. Anyone who consid- 
ers him or herself to be in- 
tellectually honest, forth- 
right, and critical must 
examine the theories of 
scientific socialism on their 
own merit and determine 
how they confirm or dis- 
prove themselves against 
the experience of living re- 
ality. 

As capitalism lurches 
along through its greatest 
crisis yet, we can rely on 
defenders of the status quo 
to remind us that this most 
“subversive” of scholars is 
outdated. Fortunately for 
the Marxists, capitalism it- 
self is convincing more and 
more people that old Karl’s 
ideas are not only more 
relevant than ever, but ur- 
gently needed. 

As Alan Woods pointed 
out in The Ideas Of Karl 
Marx : “Every social system 
believes that it represents 
the only possible form of 
existence for human be- 
ings, that its institutions, 
its religion, its morality are 
the last word that can be 
spoken. That is what the 
cannibals, the Egyptian 
priests, Marie Antoinette 
and Tsar Nicolas all fervently believed. 
And that is what the bourgeoisie and its 
apologists today wish to demonstrate 
when they assure us, without the slight- 
est basis, that the so-called system of ‘free 
enterprise’ is the only possible system- 
just when it is beginning to sink.” ♦ 


not been so easy, even for its staunchest 
opponents. The last few years have seen 
an unprecedented revival in coverage 
of Marx, and a marked change in tone. 
This reached a new peak as the schol- 
arly journal Nature published an article 
titled “Who is the best scientist of them 
all?” Researchers at Indiana University 
Bloomington devised a test to determine 
the interdisciplinary relevance of schol- 
ars, controlling for field bias. 


According to the article: “Their provi- 
sional (and constantly updated) ranking 
of nearly 35,000 researchers relies on 
queries made through Google Scholar to 
normalize the popular metric known as 
the h-index (a scientist with an h-index of 
20 has published at least 20 papers with 
at least 20 citations each, so the measure 
takes into account quantity and popular- 
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*T ~7hrl Marx has been decried by 
ly mainstream economists and news 
JL outlets as dead , irrelevant and/or 
outdated. A new study published by the 
world's most reputed scholarly journal , 
Nature, once again shows that despite the 
hue and cry of naysayers and those who 
would revise history, his specter cannot be 
exorcised. 

At the height of the cap- 
italist boom, Paul Krug- 
man wrote in Forbes mag- 
azine, “Sure, Marx wrote 
about economic upheav- 
als; so did lots of people. 

What he never managed 
to do was offer either a 
comprehensible explana- 
tion of why such upheavals 
happen or any suggestions 
about what to do about 
them (except abolish capi- 
talism). By my reckoning, 

Karl Marx made about as 
much of a contribution to 
economics as Zeppo Marx 
made to comedy.” This 
high-flying and baseless 
rhetoric is hardly unique. 

In his lifetime and long 
after, Marx has been cari- 
catured and derided by 
countless “scholars,” “econ- 
omists,” and defenders of 
the status quo. There is 
even a website dedicated 
to pulverizing the corpse 
of the bearded barbarian: 
Marxisdead.com. 

This unrelenting libel 
against a man who has 
been dead for more than 
a century is rather pecu- 
liar and begs an important 
question: if the guy is dead 
and irrelevant, why do we 
keep reminding ourselves 
of this? We are not con- 
stantly reminded of the ir- 
relevance of Franz Joseph 
Gall, Mikhail Bakunin, 

Martin Fleischmann, and Stanley Pons, 
are we? With scant exception, their theo- 
ries have vanished from public discourse 
and scientific inquiry— unaccompanied 
by a torrent of attacks. The reason for this 
is evident: their ideas have been system- 
atically destroyed by the march of science 
and history. 

But dispatching Marxist theories has 





OUR PROGRAM: WHAT WE FIGHT FOR 


FOR A MASS PARTY OF LABOR 
BASED ON THE UNIONS— BREAK 
WITH THE DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS: Only organized 

labor has the numbers and re- 
sources to effectively challenge 
the bosses’ parties. For a militant, 
class independent, socialist pro- 
gram to fight against the attacks 
of big business. By fighting for 
the working class majority at the 
polls, in the workplace, and on 
the streets, such a party could 
quickly become a mass force and 
turn American politics upside 
down. 

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE, UNION REPRE- 
SENTATION, AND COLLECTIVE BAR- 
GAINING FOR ALL WORKERS: Repeal 
all antiunion laws including Taft- 
Hartley. End compulsory arbitra- 
tion and the victimization of trade 
unionists and those forming new 
unions. Organize the unorga- 
nized. Mobilize the rank and file 
and unite the labor movement to 
fight back against the bosses. No 
to concessions! For trade union 
democracy. All union officials to 
be regularly elected with the right 
of immediate recall by the mem- 
bership. All officials to receive no 
more than the average wage of a 
skilled worker. 

FULL EMPLOYMENT: No to layoffs. 
Thirty hours work for forty hours 
pay. The right to a secure, full- 
time job, full benefits, or a place 
in education. Job security for all 
temporary workers and interns 
with equal pay and treatment. For 
a massive program of useful pub- 
lic works to create quality union 
jobs to rebuild our infrastructure. 
For a national minimum wage 
of at least $16 per hour. Wages 
to be tied to inflation through 
periodic Cost of Living Adjust- 
ments (COLA). For union control 
over hiring and firing. Establish 
union-controlled job training 
and hiring halls in communities 
with high unemployment. Volun- 
tary retirement at age 55 with full 
benefits. No to the privatization 
of Social Security. 

SAFE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR ALL: 

End homelessness. For an imme- 
diate moratorium on evictions. 
For the nationalization of fore- 
closed and vacant homes, to be 
allocated to those in need under 
democratic workers’ and com- 
munity control, with residents of 
foreclosed properties allowed to 


stay in their homes. No compen- 
sation to the foreclosing owners, 
except in cases of proven need. 
Rent for all housing, includ- 
ing Section 8 and government- 
owned housing, to be fixed at not 
more than 10 percent of wages, as 
part of a voluntary, national plan 
for housing. 

UNIVERSAL QUALITY HEALTH CARE: 

For a socialized, national health 
care system. Free scientific re- 
search from the profit motive. 
Full access for all to the latest 
medical technology, treatments, 
and discoveries. Massively fund 
research for cures and treat- 
ment of AIDS, cancer, and other 
diseases. Nationalize the health 
insurance companies, the medi- 
cal equipment and pharmaceuti- 
cal industries, the mega-hospital 
systems and related clinics, and 
integrate them into a single state- 
owned and democratically man- 
aged and administered health 
provider. 

QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL: Ful- 
ly fund and expand our public 
schools, colleges, and universi- 
ties. End corporate encroach- 
ment into the classroom. No to 
means testing, vouchers, charter 
schools, and privatization. No to 
“Race to the Top” and “No Child 
Left Behind.” Abolish tuition fees 
and forgive student loans. Provide 
living grants and paid internships 
to all students. Nationalize the 
private universities and colleges 
and merge them into one united 
public system of higher educa- 
tion. For lifelong learning for all 
from the cradle to the grave. 

OUTLAW ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINA- 
TION-EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL: Equal 
pay for work of equal value. Full 
paid leave for expectant mothers 
after the 1st trimester; parental 
leave with full pay for up to two 
years after birth or adoption. Free 
and safe, quality after-school pro- 
grams and childcare facilities in 
the workplace. Affordable public 
laundry services and subsidized 
restaurants serving healthy, qual- 
ity food to help free working 
women from domestic servitude. 
Full reproductive rights up to 
and including abortion. No to 
discrimination on the basis of 
sexual preference, gender iden- 
tity, and expression. Defend our 
civil liberties from attacks in the 
name of the “war on terror.” For 


genuine freedom of expression. 
Nationalize the means of commu- 
nication, and democratize access 
to the media and the use of pub- 
lic meeting spaces on the basis of 
proportional representation. 

NO TO RACISM, PROFILING, AND PO- 
LICE BRUTALITY: No to racist and 
antiworker police, courts, and 
laws. End the phony war on drugs 
in the U.S. and internationally. 
Abolish the death penalty and 
release all political prisoners. For 
the immediate and unconditional 
legalization of all undocumented 
immigrants. Full rights and am- 
nesty for immigrant workers and 
their families. End all racist im- 
migration and asylum controls. 
For the right of residency and 
dual citizenship. For the right to 
speak one’s own language. Access 
to Social Security with equal ben- 
efits for all. No to “guest worker” 
programs. For family reunifica- 
tion and an immediate end to 
raids and deportations. No to bor- 
der walls, militarization, and re- 
pression on the border. For the 
unity of the working class: mobi- 
lize the labor movement to com- 
bat racism and discrimination 
and to improve conditions for all 
workers. 

A SOCIALIZED PLAN OF PRODUCTION 
FOR AGRICULTURE: Nationalize the 
food distribution and agrichemi- 
cal giants that destroy farmers’ 
livelihoods and endanger public 
health in the pursuit of profit. A 
democratic plan of food produc- 
tion would protect small farmers’ 
and agricultural workers’ jobs 
and security. Fully fund nutrition 
assistance and extension pro- 
grams. Full union rights for all 
agricultural workers. 

ACTION TO PROTECT THE ENVIRON- 
MENT AND JOBS: For public own- 
ership and control over natural 
resources— the land, major in- 
dustries, mining and logging 
companies, transport, oil, gas, 
and other energy— to ensure a 
safe and healthy environment for 
all. Environmental plans would 
be measured in generations, not 
fiscal quarters. Free and efficient 
public transportation for all. 

NATIONALIZE THE KEY LEVERS OF THE 
ECONOMY: THE MAJOR INDUSTRIES, 
BANKS, AND CORPORATIONS: No to 

austerity— make the rich pay for 
the crisis! Break with the irra- 
tional chaos of the capitalist free 
market. Nationalize the Fortune 
500. No compensation to the mil- 
lionaires, only to those in genuine 


need. All nationalized compa- 
nies to be run under democrat- 
ic workers’ control and man- 
agement, and integrated into a 
socialist plan of production to 
meet the needs of society. Con- 
solidate the nationalized banks 
into a single, publicly owned 
and administered national 
bank to protect workers’ sav- 
ings and guarantee affordable 
loans to all. 

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONALISM: 

End NAFTA, CAFTA, and 
pull out of the WTO and oth- 
er bankers’ deals that are the 
tools of imperialist exploita- 
tion. No to the FTAA and the 
TPR Abolish the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund, and write off the debts 
imposed by Wall Street and 
imperialism. For international 
economic cooperation based 
on the interests of working 
people, not a handful of mul- 
tinationals. No to the war on 
working people at home and 
abroad. Cut the military bud- 
get and invest instead in social 
needs. No to militarism and in- 
tervention in the Middle East 
and around the world: with- 
draw all troops from Iraq and 
Afghanistan now! End the em- 
bargo on Cuba. Hands off Latin 
America! Unite with Canadian 
and Latin American workers 
in a socialist federation of the 
Americas as part of a world so- 
cialist federation. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
AND JOIN THE WIL 

T he Workers Interna- 
tional League bases 
itself on the ideas of 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and 
Trotsky, and on the further 
development of these ideas 
by the International Marxist 
Tendency. We fight for inter- 
national socialism, in which 
the world working class has 
democratic control over the 
means of production, dis- 
tribution, and exchange. A 
workers’ government in the 
US would take over the vast 
wealth now owned by just a 
handful of individuals and 
democratically use it in the 
interests of everyone. We 
invite all those who are in 
agreement to contact us. 





MANDELA AND THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN REVOLUTION 

Ben Morken in South Africa 


O n December 5, Nelson Rohishlahla Mandela passed 
away peacefully after a long illness at age 95. All across 
the country people gathered to pay tribute to a freedom 
fighter. In Soweto, residents gathered in the streets 
where Mandela once lived to mourn his death and 
celebrate his life. 

Nelson Mandela was a great political 
and historical figure. He was one of the 
major leaders of the anti-Apartheid 
struggle and a fighter against the 
monstrous Apartheid regime. For 
this reason he was imprisoned for 
life by the former Apartheid state. 

At the time he was hated by the 
South African bourgeoisie and its 
Nationalist government, which 
branded him a “terrorist,” as did 
the likes of Margaret Thatcher 
and Ronald Reagan. When Man- 
dela was rotting in prison he was 
vilified by these people; now they 
shed crocodile tears. 

However, his commitment to fight 
the Apartheid regime and his willing- 
ness to sacrifice his freedom for 27 years 
behind the bars .of a prison cell endeared 
him to the working masses of South Africa. 

During his time in jail, Mandela was regarded by 
the poor, the oppressed, the marginalized, and the dis- 
possessed as a hero and a freedom fighter. For the rich he was re- 
garded as the devil incarnate. During his imprisonment he had 
nothing in common with the hypocritical media who now can’t 
stop singing his praise. 

That all changed in the mid-1980s when the working masses 
and poor revolted, mobilized, and organized themselves into 
mass organizations such as COSATU, the powerful trade union 
confederation built by the South African workers. This mass 
mobilization of the workers and youth, with many strikes and 
mass protests, was what eventually led to the formal overthrow 
of Apartheid. 

The very same bourgeoisie that had kept Mandela in prison, 
saw that they could no longer hold down the masses by repres- 
sion alone, and started to maneuver in a different direction. 
The pressure from below was so intense that it split the ruling 
class into two camps. The first camp was that of the hardlin- 


ers around former President P.W. Botha. This camp, although 
initiating negotiations with the national liberation movement, 
could not “cross the Rubicon.” The second camp was that of the 
reformers around F.W. De Klerk. They clearly saw that the game 
was up and that the only way to safeguard the privileges of the 
elite was through negotiations. They were seeking a way of ap- 
peasing the masses by removing the Apartheid regime without 
removing the capitalist system that it was based on. Thus, the 
outcome of the negotiations proved to be a double-edged sword 
for the masses. Although the introduction of formal bourgeois 
democracy with a bill of rights was a significant concession, the 
fact that capitalism remained intact meant that this freedom 
was in fact a freedom with a ball and chain. 

Before he was imprisoned, Mandela defended the Freedom 
Charter, with its call for nationalization, with a passion. In 1959 
Mandela said, “’It is true that in demanding the nationalization 
of banks, the gold mines, and land, the Charter strikes a fatal 
blow at the financial and gold-mining monopolies and farming 
interests that have for centuries plundered the country and con- 
demned its people to servitude. But such a step is imperative 
because the realization of the Charter is impossible, unless and 
until these monopolies are smashed and the national wealth of 
the country handed over to the people.” 

Even after his release from prison he said: “Nationalization 
of the mines, banks and monopoly industry is the policy of the 
ANC and the change or modification of our views in 
this regard is inconceivable.” However, he did not 
equate nationalization with socialism. Mande- 
la approached it in a nationalistic manner. 
His stance on nationalization soon 
changed drastically, however. He was 
placed under immense pressure by 
the international and South African 
bourgeoisie to abandon his more 
radical positions. His visit to the 
World Economic Forum in Da- 
vos brought him in close contact 
with the big bourgeoisie who per- 
suaded him to drop the idea of 
nationalization and to embrace 
the “market.” In this process, 
the former chairman of De Beers 
Consolidated Mines, Harry Op- 
penheimer, was the chief instigator. 
This embrace of “the market” was 
to prove disastrous for the workers and 
the poor. In the words of Ronnie Kasrils, 
an ANC leader, “That was the time, from 
1991-1996, that the battle for the soul of the 
ANC got underway and was lost to corporate 
power and influence. That was the fatal turning point. 
I will call it our Faustian moment when we became entrapped— 
some today crying out that we sold our people down the river.” 
Mandela has passed away at a time of ferocious class struggle 
in South African society. Today, inequality is wider than it was 
under Apartheid. This is the inevitable result of capitalism. The 
bourgeoisie is invoking Nelson Mandela’s legacy of “national 
reconciliation” and “national unity” now that he has passed. The 
aim is clear: try and hold the masses back; try and block their 
path to genuine emancipation. However, this will not be easy 
and could only be short-lived. 

History has once again proved that national liberation on a 
capitalist basis does not work. What the masses were struggling 
for was not only democracy, but equality in real terms, in jobs, 
wages, housing, and living conditions in general. These aspira- 
tions have not been achieved to this day. ♦ 

Learnt more atMarxist.com . 




